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St John’s Primary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and pr�ection of all children in our care.
St John’s Primary School. A small, caring, inner city primary school in Cli�on HIll, with the feel of a country school community.

Enrol HERE for 2023!

St. John’s Primary School Clifton Hill

#stjohnscliftonhill Email: principal@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au

Dear families,

Today we celebrated the first week of Advent with prayerful classroom liturgies.
We read God’s messages of hope and how we can be hopeful people in our
world today; hopeful for a world where everyone feels safe and has their needs
met. We light the first of the Advent candles as we take time in the busyness of
our everyday lives to reflect on others less fortunate than ourselves and how our
small actions for others can offer hope. Advent is our reminder and challenge
about how we can think of others and put their needs before our own.

Week 1 - Hope

God of hope, who brought love into this world,

be the love that dwells between us.

God of hope, who brought peace into this world,

be the peace that dwells between us.

God of hope, who brought joy into this world,

be the joy that dwells between us.

God of hope, the rock we stand upon,be the centre, the focus of our lives

always, and particularly this Advent time.

Amen.

It is that time of year again where student assessments are being completed and reports written. We have
already said “Merry Christmas” to a couple of our families who have embarked on wonderful trips over
the summer break. We look forward to hearing all your stories upon your return.

https://www.sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au/enrolment
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsPrimarySchoolCliftonHill
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnscliftonhill/
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School Reports
Our 2022 Semester 2 school reports will be uploaded onto
PAM on Wednesday 14th December. Should you require a hard
copy, please notify the office.

Also, a reminder that school finishes at 1pm on Friday 16th
December.

2023 Staffing
We will transition all our students into their new classrooms,
with their new teachers for 2023 on Wednesday 14th
December. They will spend the morning in their new classrooms, getting to know their new teachers and
sharing fun facts about themselves. It is always a very exciting time!

As mentioned last week, there is very little staff movement for 2022. I am blessed to work with such a
dedicated and supportive group of teachers and staff, who always always put the needs of our kids first.

Class Teachers:
Prep/1: Antoinette Stasi (Mon, Fri) & Ann Nolan (Tues, Wed, Thurs)
Year 2:  Jess Thwaites & Mel Granata (Tues)
Year 3/4 : Patrick McVeigh & Antoinette Stasi (Tues)
Year 5: Violet Holcombe & Mel Granata (Thurs-Fri)
Year 6: Narelle Taylor & James Doolan (Thurs)

Specialists:
PE: James Doolan
Digi Teach: Carlie Dowley
Art: Jess Thwaites
French: Vu Vy
And a new one..
Performing Arts: Carlie Dowley

At the end of 2022, we will
farewell Jennifer Gan from the
library who is retiring and off
to enjoy this next phase of life;
Anna Eland, our beautiful
playgroup teacher; Lisa Booth,
one of our wonderful Learning
Support Officers and Mona
Harsan, our dedicated French
teacher. We thank them all for
their wonderful work at St
John’s and wish you every happiness and joy.



Speaking of amazing people, what an inspirational young person Ellyse Perry
is! Full of joy, humble and lots of fun. Ellyse came to our school yesterday to
talk to us about her amazing career and it was evident as she spoke, why she
has been so successful. You can read more about her visit and see the photos
further on in the newsletter!

Studying shapes with the Preps and
Twos!
The Preps and Twos had a fantastic class
together last week, with a focus on geometry
and shapes!

They used geoboards to create various
shapes. The Preps labelled their shapes
with the appropriate name, and the Year
2’s measured angles they could find in
their shapes. They found acute, obtuse,
right and straight angles by estimating
and then measuring their degrees.

Fire ed
On Tuesday our Prep and Year 1 students had an exciting incursion from Fire Rescue Victoria! Our
students took part in the fourth and final stage of their Fire Education program.

Preps and Year 1s were visited for the second time by career firefighters from our local FRV fire station,
who engaged students with an interactive fire safety presentation.



The fun incursion included the following learning points:

★ revision of Firefighter First Visit concepts
★ observation and discussion of the students’ Safe Meeting Place Worksheets
★ Introduction to the concept: Stop, Drop, Cover,  Roll (what to do if your clothes catch fire)
★ a visit to the fire truck

2023 Prep Orientation
We had our final “Welcome to St John’s” Prep 2023 Orientation program
on Wednesday!

What a delight it has been to see our new Preps so excited to begin their
schooling journey, and already so keen to learn and participate in school
activities!

Over the course of our orientation program they have built new
friendships, become comfortable and happy in the classroom
environment, and been introduced to many members of our beautiful St John’s community!

Students from other year levels have taken great joy in popping in to meet
our new Preps, and welcome them to the school!

We’re looking forward to starting Prep in 2023 with our wonderful new
students!

Elysse Perry at St John’s!
We were truly so lucky on Thursday to have a visit from inspirational sporting
legend Elysse Perry. Teachers, students and parents alike loved hearing Elysse’s
inspirational story and details of her amazing career.

Students also had the incredible opportunity to learn from Elysse’s sporting
excellence through cricket clinics! Students from all year levels loved learning
hands on, and getting some coaching and
advice from one of Australia’s best.

The Year 5/6's certainly felt inspired and got
some great tips to put to use, just in time for their last cricket
interschool sport match!

And of course, everyone was so excited to get their
cricket bats, balls, T-shirts, stumps, and everything in
between signed by Elysse! There was also an
opportunity to take some great photos and big smiles
all around!



I was impressed with the insightful questions that our
students asked Ellyse which highlighted their engagement
with her.

Our sincere thanks goes to
Stephanie Beltrame for
organising this wonderful
experience for all of us!

Fun in the mud kitchen!

Year 5/6 interschool sport

The Year 5/6 students eagerly set off for
Edinburgh Gardens on Thursday for the last
time of the season for interschool sport!

Each week this term, students have competed against local schools in
cricket and rounders. Over the term, our Year 5’s and 6’s have developed
not only their sporting skills like hand-eye coordination and fitness, but
also their teamwork skills and ability to communicate with each other
effectively in the fast-paced environment of competitive sport!

This weeks results are:
Rounders: The first game was won and the second game was lost. We have had a
victorious run this term, coming third place overall for the season!
Cricket: The first game was also won in cricket (no doubt Elysse’s wisdom, inspiration and advice were put
to use!) The second game was unfortunately a loss. With more losses than wins this season, the cricket
team has undoubtedly learned the ability to take a loss, learn from the setback and keep moving forward
and putting in their best effort!



We’re very proud of all our 5/6  students for their efforts in interschool sports this term, they have shown
great sportsmanship to the other schools, and always gave it their best! Thank you to the teachers and to
the parents who have supported the Interschool Sport program!

Carols practice

The annual Yarra Council Christmas Carols in the Park are next
week!!! We couldn’t be more excited that St John’s is participating
this year!  Angelic voices have been filling the hallways as Jennifer
& Tee run rehearsals to practise this amazing performance.

Xylophones are being played, bells are ringing and drums
thumped, getting us all in the Christmas spirit!

A reminder of details for the Christmas Carols:
Where: Darling Gardens, Clifton Hill
Date: Thursday 8th December
Time: 6 - 9:00 pm
What to wear: clothes with a touch of Christmas!

We will also be walking to the park on Thursday 8th December, leaving school at 11.15am for our onstage
practice at 12. We will only be taking the students who have returned hard copy Permission slips or been
given permission on PAM. Thanks.

In the evening, we are scheduled to perform at 7.10pm but need to meet 'backstage' at 6.40pm. This
area is marked 3, if your child misses our practice.

This map is from the council. I am
assuming that the bottom is Gold St
and the right hand side road is
Hoddle Street. Do let me know if my
compass is out!

Finally, it is a good idea to bring a
small bag on the night, with a drink
and nibbles, and a hat if it looks hot.

Can’t wait to see our wonderful St John’s community on Thursday for a wonderful evening of music
festivities!



Coming up next week ….

Thursday 8th December

★ Carol's practice -  ALL students with a permission form ONLY
will be leaving school at 11:15am and walking to Darling Gardens
for our rehearsal at 12.
★ CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT DARLING GARDENS! 6-9pm.

Please click on the link to see the location & who is singing.

https://arts.yarracity.vic.gov.au/whats-on/2022/12/08/festive-celebrations-in-yarra

Coffee club continues!
We had another wonderful Friday morning of coffee club this week. The staffroom was
abuzz with excited talk of the term’s events to come, the crunching of biscuits, and of
course some much needed caffeine!

Thank you to parents and families for making our Friday mornings all the more lively
and getting us through the last day of the week! Everyone is welcome, hope to see you
next week.

Coffee Club - every Friday, 8:45 onwards!

Assembly!
The Year 2’s presented a wonderful assembly on Friday!
Congratulations to all for their excellent public speaking, and
for all award winners.

The Year 3/4s are presenting next week and we’d love to see
everyone there!

Nude Food
This Friday was another Friday of Nude Food, an initiative brilliantly
organised by our SRCs! We will not be bringing any plastic waste in
our lunchboxes to school to reduce plastic and help increase our
awareness of the impact of plastic and rubbish on our environment!
Thank you all for participating!

Cake stall tomorrow!
The wonderful St John’s Calke stall will be held this Saturday at
Abbotsford Farmers Market!

If you are able to bake something and deliver it to the hall on Friday
afternoon, it would be greatly appreciated. We need as many items
as possible to sell and given the weather is looking perfect, the
crowds will hopefully be out on Saturday morning!

https://arts.yarracity.vic.gov.au/whats-on/2022/12/08/festive-celebrations-in-yarra


We would also love some helpers during the morning to sell and pack up at the end of the market. If you
can spare an hour, it is a lovely way to spend the day, the crowds are warm and friendly!

Can’t wait to see many members of the community there for a sweet treat and a catch up!

2023 Fees
In recognition of the rising costs to many families this year, we will be reducing our
family school fee for 2023. I hope that all of our families know that if they are
experiencing any financial hardship at any time, that they come and talk to me so
that I can support you. Likewise, please provide your up to date Healthcare Card
to Gina & Ellen in the office, so that you are sure to receive all available discounts.

So for 2023, our new fees are:
School Fees $2,250 per family
Book Levy $350 per student
Maintenance Contribution $100 per family
Excursion Levy $110 per student (this includes swimming for

Prep-Yr 4, and interschool sport for Yrs 5 & 6)
Phillip Island Camp fee TBC

If possible, we would love you to settle your child/ren’s book levies before the end of 2022 but we
understand if this is not possible.

Hats -
Please remember to have your school hat at school for Term 4.

Current COVID Guidelines
The Department of Health strongly recommends that students and school staff:

● who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days and do
not attend school after 5 days if they are still symptomatic

● who are symptomatic but have not tested positive DO NOT attend
school. This does not include students with pre-existing conditions such
as hay fever.

Thank you for your continued efforts to keep our school community safe and
well.

Wishing you all a great weekend.
Take care,
Ker���



Term 4 Diary Dates

Week 9
Sat 3rd Dec P&F Christmas Cake stall - Abbotsford Farmers market (7am-1pm)

Week 10
Mon 5th Dec Yr 5 Leadership program commences
Tues 6th Dec (Morning) Christmas Carols practise in hall
Wed 7th Dec SRC’s Lemonade and Sweet stall at recess and lunch! Fundraiser for Red

Cross Flood victims support
Thurs 8th Dec 11am - Walk to Darling Gardens for rehearsal (students with permission slips)

6-9pm - Yarra Carols: St John’s students singing - Darling Gardens
Fri 9th Dec 9.15am Advent Mass

10am - St John’s Got Talent Show! In Aikenhead hall.

Week 11
Tues 13th Dec 6pm - Year 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner
Wed 14th Dec            School Reports sent home to parents via PAM.

9-11.30am “UP” Day for 2023! Students moving to their new classrooms and
meeting their teachers for 2023.

Thurs 15th Dec Year 6 “Big Day Out!’
5.30pm - End of Year picnic in the school yard!

Fri 16th Dec Last day of school for students for 2022. Farewell Mass 11am. School ends at 1pm.
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