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St John’s Primary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and pr�ection of all children in our care.
St John’s Primary School. A small, caring, inner city primary school in Cli�on HIll, with the feel of a country school community.

Enrol HERE for 2023!

St. John’s Primary School Clifton Hill

#stjohnscliftonhill Email: principal@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au

Dear families,

It was wonderful to see so many parents attend the Parents
& Friends AGM this week. We welcome a new committee,
who will take over from the enormous efforts of our
previous committee.  It has been with great joy and
friendship that I have had the pleasure of working with our
Parents & Friends Committee for the past 3 years and the
unconditional love and support they have given me, and
every student at our wonderful school.

It was great to see many of our newer families at St John’s come along
and share their valuable insights and ideas to further improve the
communication and inclusion of everyone in our school.

The role of Parents & Friends is to fundraise for specific projects,
particularly in the yard and plan fun events for our kids, organise social
occasions for our community (for example our picnics, markets, trivia
nights etc) and social outreach to support our families at all times.
Our Education Advisory Board AGM is next Wednesday 30th November.

https://www.sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au/enrolment
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsPrimarySchoolCliftonHill
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnscliftonhill/
mailto:principal@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au


St John’s Primary School is proud to

welcome Ellyse Perry

When: Thursday December 1st, 2022

Where: Aikenhead Hall

Time: 9.30am. Come for a coffee first!

The inspirational Ellyse Perry is coming to our school.

For those who don’t know, Ellyse is one of the greatest cricketers (male or female) of all time and a global
icon of women’s sport. She is the youngest person to represent Australia in international cricket (male or
female) making her debut at 16 years of age.

So, on Thursday, wear your cricket or soccer gear in support

of Ellyse! Get ready to hear her story and participate in

cricket clinics!

9-9.30am Coffee in the hall

9.30am Ellyse to talk to all students about her amazing career.

Approx 10am Junior students will move to the yard for their cricket clinic.

Approx
10.30am

Older students will finish listening to Ellyse and have an opportunity to take photos,
get autographs etc. They will then head out to the yard for their clinic.

When the older students are at their clinics, our junior students will have the
opportunity to get autographs and photos with Ellyse.

We are enormously grateful to Sophie’s Mum, Stephanie, for

organising this amazing experience for us! Thank you Steph!



Year 5 Picnic!
Making use of the rare sunshine last week, the Year 5s took off to Edinburgh
gardens for a picnic and games.

The Final Word Webinar with The Cyber Safety Project

On Thursday, Year 6 students participated in 'The Final Word'
webinar, presented by The Cyber Safety Project.

This program focuses on this year's graduating class of Year 6’s
from across Australia, facilitating important discussions about
digital safety and wellbeing. This is especially significant with
students’ transition to high school, as this is a time where most

young Australians experience digital independence for the first time, with
access to a personal device and the ability to join social
networks.

Connecting online, especially with friends, can be fun but
it's important to know how to be safe whilst doing so. To
stay safe we must consider where we are online, who can
see us in the different spaces we go online and think
carefully about the types of information we share.



This workshop aimed to equip Grade 6 students with the tools, strategies and resources to thrive and stay
safe in a hyper connected digital world.

Through participating in this digital workshop, students worked on:
● Developing a clear understanding of the different types of spaces we go

online
● Understanding digital citizenship laws including cyberbullying and nude

image sharing
● Reflecting on and learning from common mistakes made by young

people on social media
● Increasing privacy on social networks and games through activating

important settings
● Discovering where to go to seek help seeking strategies and

resources
● Identifying simple ways to be an upstanding digital citizen in 2022

and beyond

2023 Prep Orientation
Our “Welcome to St John’s” Prep 2023 Orientation program continued
on Wednesday for our second session!

It’s delightful to see our current 2022 Preps and our new 2023 Preps
continue to bond, developing early friendships, learning from each
other and playing together.

Our new students, and families alike, are continuing to build new
friendships, establishing rapport with the St John’s community and feeling
at home in our beautiful school!

Looking forward to seeing new preppies excited faces again next week for
our Final Orientation day:

Wed 30th Nov 9-12 noon

We can’t believe their schooling journey is so close to beginning!!!

Year 5/6 interschool sport

The Year 5/6 students eagerly set off for Edinburgh Gardens on Thursday for the second last time of the
season for interschool sport!

Each week, students compete against local schools in cricket and rounders.

This weeks results are:

Rounders: St John’s came out victorious, winning one game, but unfortunately
having a nail-biting loss for the other.



Cricket: We had a disappointing week, losing one game by 5, and the other by a
small margin of 2 runs!

I’m sure our cricket stars will be excited to see the legendary Elysse Perry and get some tips from her next
week! Elysse’s visit couldn’t have come at a better time - perfect to put her wisdom, inspiration and advice
to use for the final interschool sports games next week!

Interschool sport continues for one more Thursday this term (1st December).  We depart school at
12:50pm and return to school at 3:30pm, parents are always welcome to attend!

Please don’t forget to remind your child to bring a hat, sunscreen and a drink bottle!

Carols practice

The annual Yarra Council Christmas Carols in the Park are fast
approaching, and we couldn’t be more excited here at St John’s!

Our students have been invited to participate in this beautiful
evening and perform a few songs, so this week rehearsals have
begun!

It has been wonderful to hear angelic voices filling the hallways,
getting us in the Christmas spirit! Special thank you to Jennifer & Tee, who have run the rehearsals and
got us singing and dancing.

The details for the Christmas Carols:

Where: Darling Gardens, Clifton Hill
Date: Thursday 8th December
Time: 5:45 - 9:00 pm
What to wear: clothes with a touch of Christmas!

We would love to see as many members of our community there as possible for this joyous occasion!
A note has gone home this week with details, and the opportunity to select if your family can attend -
Please return them as soon as possible! If you have responded on PAM, that’s great too!

Visit from Archie!
Archie, our resident therapy dog (and Miss
Thwaites gorgeous pup) has popped in for
some much needed cuddles, play and
companionship this week.

Archie never fails to reduce stress and lift
spirits in the busy times in the term!



2023 Staffing
Almost finalised, I will share the 2023 Staffing via the newsletter next week. We are fortunate that our
amazing staff are dedicated to our school and this results in minimal turnover. We will of course be
farewelling a few of our staff who are moving on or retiring in 2023.

Coffee club continues!
We had another wonderful Friday morning of coffee club this week. The
staffroom was abuzz with excited talk of the term’s events to come, the
crunching of biscuits, and of course some much needed caffeine!

Thank you to parents and families for making our Friday mornings all the more
lively and getting us through the last day of the week! Everyone is welcome,
hope to see you next week.

Coffee Club - every Friday, 8:45 onwards!

Assembly!
Today the Year one’s presented this week’s Friday Assembly! They spoke
brilliantly and confidently about their Term 4 Inquiry focus of ‘Lovely Living
Things.’ They have been exploring various plants and animals, and their importance in the Australian
ecosystem. Students each chose an Australian animal to research.

Year One’s also presented their Term 4 highlights at assembly - Aquarium, camp, south Melbourne Beach,
Science Expo, Scienceworks

What a busy and exciting term Next week the Year 2’s are presenting assembly, we’d love to see
everyone there!

Why do you NEED maths?
Maths can be one of the most challenging subjects for students. Sometimes it feels too difficult, as
students are challenged by increasingly more complex concepts. Sometimes we can miss, or forget how
prevalent maths is in everyday life; in sport, in designing a poster, in making a cake or following another
recipe, in music or in technology. Maths is quite simply, everywhere! Miss Thwaites in Year 3/4  has
created a brilliant poem in response to these feelings surrounding maths.

Why you NEED maths

It’s annoying when things seem like a waste of time,

Why would we do it? Life without maths is sublime!

But look a bit closer and things become clear,

I’ll give you some suggestions if you lend me your ear.

If you like sport, soon you will find,

That you can read numbers that bend the mind!

You can calculate the difference by two winning teams

And use statistics to find their mean.

Or if you like music and dancing like me,

You actually use FRACTIONS to count the beat!

Not to mention the tunes in your favourite song,

They follow PATTERNS so along you can hum!



For those that consider themselves dinosaur folk,

Have you thought about the numbers that they provoke?

Think; endless numbers on both sides of zero;

Measuring height, weight, time…what a hero!

I can think of a few that are true business people,

But without maths you may as well be medieval.

Rounding and decimals, dollars and cents,

I’m sure you can see why I don’t sit on the fence.

But why do we all seem to count the same way?

Why are there patterns we see everyday?

Maths is a part of us, a mystery to lots,

But I reckon you’ll enjoy it once you connect all the dots!

Archie says “Woof!’

Nude Food
On Friday for the next 3 weeks we will not be
bringing any plastic waste in our lunchboxes to
school to reduce plastic and help increase our
awareness of the impact of plastic and rubbish on
our environment!

This initiative was brilliantly organised by our SRCs
and notes have gone home with more details!

Coming up next week ….
Tuesday
★ Fire Ed for Year P/1 students

Wednesday
★ Prep Orientation Day 3! (9-12 noon)
★ Ed Advisory Committee AGM

Thursday
★ Visit from legendary cricketer Ellyse Perry! Wear your cricket or soccer gear for coaching clinics and

autographs!
★ The final 5/6 interschool sports games!

Saturday
★ P&F Cake Stall at Abbotsford Farmers market (7am-1pm)



Hats -
Please remember to have your school hat at school for Term 4.

Current COVID Guidelines
The Department of Health strongly recommends that students and school staff:

● who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days and do not attend school after 5
days if they are still symptomatic

● who are symptomatic but have not tested positive DO NOT attend school. This does not include
students with pre-existing conditions such as hay fever.

Thank you for your continued efforts to keep our school community safe and well.

Wishing you all a great weekend.
Take care,

Ker���

Term 4 Diary Dates

Week 9
Tues 29th Nov Fire Ed for Year P/1 students
Wed 30th Nov 2023 Prep Orientation Day 3 (9-12noon)

7pm Ed Advisory Committee AGM
Thurs 1st Dec Ellyse Perry(Cricket Aust) visiting St John’s!

Yr 5/6 Interschool Sports
Sat 3rd Dec P&F Christmas Cake stall - Abbotsford Farmers market (7am-1pm)

Week 10
Wed 7th Dec SRC’s Lemonade and Sweet stall at recess and lunch!
Thurs 8th Dec 6-9pm - Yarra Carols: St John’s students singing - Darling
Gardens

Week 11
Tues 13th Dec 6pm - Year 6 Graduation Mass & Dinner
Thurs 15th Dec Year 6 “Big Day Out!’

5.30pm - End of Year picnic in the school yard!
Fri 16th Dec Last day of school for students for 2022. Farewell Mass 11am. School ends at 1pm.
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