
NEWSLETTER
18th February, 2022

St John’s Primary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and pr�ection of all children in our care.

St. John’s Primary School Clifton Hill

#stjohnscliftonhill

principal@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au

St John’s Community Welcome Picnic
Friday 4th March
@ 5.30pm in the school yard!
All families, aunts, uncles, grandparents etc welcome!

Dear Families,

It’s been a great week at St John’s. No further COVID cases currently
which is fabulous news. Thank you to everyone vigilantly testing twice
a week to help to keep us all safe.

The Victorian Government has announced that we will continue with twice weekly RAT testing
program until the end of the term, to ensure that we are quickly aware of any outbreaks. If this is



what we need to do so that we can start participating in other school activities, then twice weekly
RAT testing it is!  I will contact families next week for the provision of more RATs.

Today’s assembly code

https://meet.google.com/xri-zhxo-dpz.

Sorry for the change. Our current link has been deactivated by Google for some reason!

We invite all our families to Mass next Friday 25th February at 11am to bless and commission our
new Year 6 School Leaders and to present them all with their Year 6 badges. We look forward to
celebrating our first school mass of the year with our new parish priest, Father Anthony, who will
come to school to meet with staff and students next week.

PLEASE NOTE that due to this Mass, there will be NO ASSEMBLY next friday 25th February. From
Friday 4th March our assemblies return to the hall, where we can be all together.

If you are a user of Camp Australia’s BEFORE SCHOOL & AFTER SCHOOL
CARE program please note that from Monday 28th February this will now
be IN OUR HALL (on the corner of Wellington St and Queens Parade). We
are excited to have this program onsite and in familiar and comfortable
conditions for our kids.

Parent Teacher Conversations

Our Parent-Teacher Conversations will take place on
Wednesday 2nd March from 3-8pm. All students will be
supervised in the hall from 2.40-3.30pm so that our teachers
can participate in these conversations with you. Although
they are a little later than usual, it certainly appears that we

will be
able to
meet
face to face to have them.

These meetings are a great opportunity for you
to meet with your child’s teachers, including
some specialist staff, and ensure that we know
the important information about your children.
Getting to know your children IS the most
important thing for us at St John’s. You are

welcome to bring your child to the conversations.

Information and booking forms will be sent home next week.If you are unable to make this date,
please contact your child’s teacher and a different time will be worked out.

Attached to this email you will find your child/ren’s Curriculum Overviews for their year level and for

https://meet.google.com/xri-zhxo-dpz


specialist classes.

Invitation to our Welcome Mass
We extend a warm invitation to our new families to St
John’s this year and to our existing families to join us for
Mass on Saturday 19th March at 5pm, followed by
pizzas in the school yard. All family members are
welcome! Bring your picnic rug, a chair, your drinks etc

to join us.
We ask if
families can
bring a dessert to share.

Please email me on
kcampagna@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au to let me know
you’re coming, and how many people, for catering
purposes.  We look forward to seeing you there!

mailto:kcampagna@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au


Week 4
Thurs 24th                            9.30-11am - Playgroup! Bring your friends!
Fri 25th                                  11am Mass - Commissioning of our Year 6 School Leaders for 2022. NO ASSEMBLY

TODAY

Week 5
28th Feb                               BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE in Hall from today. Park in Queens Parade
1st Mar                                   Shrove Tuesday
2nd Mar                                Ash Wednesday. Mass at 12.05pm.  OPEN MORNING 9.30-11am

From 2.50pm - Parent-Teacher  Conversations. ALL students will be
supervised until 3.30pm for normal pick up.

Thurs 3rd:                             9.30-11am - Playgroup! Bring your friends!
Fri 4th:                                  Assembly - announcing our Prep-Year 5 SRC students

St John’s Community WELCOME picnic! 5.30pm @ school

Week 6
Mon 7th                                Year 5/6 excursion to Dreamcity (via tram)
Thurs 10th                             9.30-11am - Playgroup! Bring your friends!
Fri 11th                                    Assembly - hosted by Year 1

Week 7
Mon 14th                               Public Holiday - Labour Day
Wed 16th                               EAC Meeting 7pm
Thurs 17th                             9.30-11am - Playgroup! Bring your friends!

OPEN MORNING 9.30-11am
St Patrick’s Day

Fri 18th                                  Assembly - Prep
Sat 19th                                Welcome Mass & pizzas in yard

Week 8
22nd Mar - 25th Mar       Canberra Excursion for Year 5 & 6 students (COVID dependent - but looking good!)
Sat 26th                              St John’s Bunnings BBQ - please contact Parents & Friends if you are able to help out

for a  while. Thanks

Week 9
Tues 29th Mar                  OPEN MORNING 9.30-11am
Thurs 31st                           9.30-11am - Playgroup!
Fri 1st April:                        St John’s Community Twilight Market from 5.30pm. NO ASSEMBLY

Week 10
8th April:                             End of Term 1 Mass at 11am.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend.

Take care
Kerrie







Year Prep and Year 1 Overview - Term 1, 2022

Inquiry - Being Healthy, Safe and Active

Students in Year Prep and One will be learning
about; school routine, school rules, setting goals,
friendships and relationships. They will also
participate in daily play based learning experiences
to develop important social, cognitive and physical
skills, as well as a love for learning and desire to
engage in the learning process.

Students will explore where food comes from and how it
was grown. They will also investigate the importance of
making healthy choices to be healthy, safe and active.

Religious Education - JESUS, GOD, PRAYER

This Term, students will explore stories about Jesus’ life as a person and a member of a loving family.
They will identify God as Jesus’ Father, Mary as Jesus’ mother and explore how she and Joseph cared
for him. They will explore examples of Jesus’ loving care for others and be supported to know that
Jesus cares for us as a friend and brother.

Students will be encouraged and supported to wonder
about the mystery of God. They will learn that Christians
refer to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They will have
the opportunity to experience the mystery of God ’s love in
the world around us and will be supported to identify God’s
presence in the loving actions of others. Students will be
supported to develop a loving relationship with God
expressed in prayer and shown in loving action.

Students will also explore the season of Lent as a time of
year when Christians prepare for Easter. It lasts for 40 days
and ends on Good Friday. During Lent, students will focus on ways they can be kind and help others at
school, home and within the community.

Sustainability

Over the year, students will engage in learning experiences that will focus on developing their
understanding of ‘Sustainability’. The big question we will investigate is; ‘What is a living world and how
do we care for ourselves, one another and the world around us?

Ann Nolan, Maria Ruberto and Antoniette Stasi



Year Two Overview

Term 1 , 2022
Religious Education (R.E.)

Students have begun the year experiencing various ways to pray, such as traditional
Catholic prayers, songs and Christian meditation. They will explore the Catholic Social
Teaching Principle of the Common Good by being introduced to the concept of humans
needing and valuing friendship and community.

The Church season of Lent is coming up and students will be given the opportunity to
explore Lenten traditions, Scripture and personal stories about the life of various people
from around the world who Caritas Australia have supported. Students will explore the
Lenten traditions of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. They will also be introduced to the
Bible stories of Holy Week, leading up to Easter.

English
Year Two students have been working hard to set routines during Daily 5 time. The
Daily 5 process encourages student-directed learning and independence as well as
focused group work with the teacher. The areas of The Daily 5 are:

● Read to Self
● Read to Someone
● Work on Writing
● Word Work (Spelling and Phonics)
● Listen to Reading.

Reading and Viewing
Students will be working on a range of decoding (word reading) and comprehension
skills. These include sounding out words, using base words, finding information in a
text, inferring meaning and evaluating information.

Writing
In writing this term, students will be learning about persuasive writing and narrative
(story)  writing. They will be given opportunities to plan, draft, edit and publish work
for an audience, including SRC speeches.

Speaking and Listening
Students will be given opportunities to participate in a range of formal and informal
speaking and listening activities. These include Discovery Play, collaborative
activities, discussions, assembly and SRC speeches.In Year Two we will work

towards turning our Show and Tell time into ‘Talk Time’ where students will be given a theme to talk about and plan
more structured presentations.



Mathematics
In Year Two Maths sessions will begin with a warm-up task where students will practice skills such as counting daily.
All units of work begin with a pre-assessment which allows students’ individual needs to be met. The following topics
are planned for Term One:

Number and Algebra

● Addition and Subtraction
● Place Value
● Counting and Patterns

Measurement and Geometry

● 2D shape
● Time

Statistics and Probability

● Data collection methods
● Reading and making graphs

Inquiry
This term in Inquiry, students will be investigating the connection between
wellbeing and learning. Their Inquiry question is: How can I take my learning
to the next level? Throughout the topic, students will be learning about
physical wellbeing such as healthy eating, sleep and exercise. They will also
explore the importance of bringing a “growth mindset” towards learning and
recognising the unique strengths and abilities in themselves and others.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
This term Year Two students will be learning about Emotional Literacy (for
example, learning to use vocabulary to express how they feel and reading body
language of others) through the use of ‘Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships’ and ‘Zones of Regulation’ programmes.



Ter� 1 in G���� 3/4
Inquir�
This term in Inquiry, students will be investigating the connection between wellbeing and learning. Their Inquiry
question is: How can I take my learning to the next level? Throughout the topic, Grade 3/4 will be learning about
physical wellbeing such as healthy eating, sleep and exercise. They will also explore the importance of bringing a
“growth mindset” towards learning and recognising the unique strengths and abilities in themselves and others.

Religiou� Educatio� (R .E .)
Students have begun the year learning about a guiding principle of Catholic Social Teaching: The Dignity
of the Human Person. Through the process of understanding, reflection, prayer and action, it is hoped
that an understanding of dignity will equip students to engage critically and compassionately in today's
world.

Later in the term, Grade 3/4 will be given the opportunity to participate in the season of Lent. This is a
time when the dignity and needs of others becomes particularly important as we consider the love and

sacrifice of Jesus for all people.

Students will be given opportunities to make connections between their learning in R.E., S.E.L, Inquiry and across
other areas of the curriculum.

Englis�
Grade 3/4 students have been working hard to set routines and goals for their
learning during Daily 5 time. The Daily 5 process encourages student-directed
learning and independence as well as focused groupwork with the teacher. The
areas of The Daily 5 are:

● Read to Self
● Read to Someone
● Work on Writing
● Word Work (Spelling and Phonics)
● Listen to Reading.

Reading and Viewing
Students will be working on a range of decoding (word reading) and comprehension skills. These include sounding
out words, using base words, finding information in a text, inferring meaning and evaluating information.

Writing
In writing this term, students will be learning about persuasive writing and narrative writing. They will be given
opportunities to plan, draft, edit and publish work for an audience, including SRC speeches.

Speaking and Listening
Students will be given opportunities to participate in a range of formal and informal speaking and listening activities.
These include Friendly Discovery Play, collaborative activities, discussions, assembly and SRC speeches.



Mathematic�
In Grade 3/4 Maths sessions will begin with a warm-up task where students will practice skills such as counting daily.
All units of work begin with a pre-assessment which allows students’ individual needs to be met. The following topics
are planned for Term One:

Number and Algebra

● Addition and Subtraction
● Place Value
● Patterns and Algebra

Measurement and Geometry

● 2D shape
● Time

Statistics and Probablity

● Data collection methods
● Reading and making graphs

Socia� an� Emotiona� Learnin� (S.E .L)
In S.E.L., Grade 3/4 students have been learning about the importance of rules and routines as they become more
independent learners at school. As part of being a responsible learner, students are exploring emotional literacy and
regulation through the ‘Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships’ programme.



YEAR 5 AND 6 Term 1, 2022 Overviews
INQUIRY:

Students are focusing on “Our Government” by looking at the role of
government in our everyday lives. The unit has started off
understanding and appreciating the need for rules and laws in any
community. Students will be investigating three levels of
government in Australia: local, state/territory and Commonwealth, as we
prepare for our trip to Canberra.

Year 6 will also explore the different styles of government in our world
and discuss the fairness and inclusivity of each of these different styles.

LITERACY

In Reading, students will continue to consolidate the Daily 5 and Café
framework to create a classroom of readers and writers to further
develop their reading fluency and comprehension strategies by reading
a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts.

Our focus will be on using models such as cause and effect, skimming
and scanning, and locating the main ideas with supporting detail so that
students can deepen reading comprehension.

In writing we will focus on procedural and narrative writing. Students will be focusing
on Writer’s Notebooks, which they are familiar with. At home, you can help by
encouraging students to collect ideas (seeds) to include in their Writer’s Notebooks.
For ideas, they can include photos, draw pictures, cinema/sport tickets, magazine
cuttings, etc.  This will assist the students in their writing sessions.

In speaking and listening, there will be many opportunities for students to be part of
class discussions and group work where they will be encouraged to take part and listen
to others. Students will have numerous occasions to share their work with their peers
and the school community.

NUMERACY

In the area of Number and Algebra, students are revising problem solving skills and
their knowledge of place value; ordering whole numbers and decimals. Students will
extend their understanding of various addition and subtraction strategies.

In the area of Statistics and Probability, students will be working on interpreting data
by questioning and analysing graphs, charts and tables.



In the area of Measurement and Geometry, students will be investigating properties of 2D and 3D shapes.

RE

In our RE unit, called Stewardship and Sustainability, students will identify issues of misuse
and mismanagement in the environment; considering that the respect people show for
nature and for all people is an expression of our relationship with God. They will also be
exploring God’s call to us to act courageously in issues of environmental justice. The
Catholic Social Teaching, Principle of Stewardship, includes care of each other, therefore,
caring for creation is not just about nature, but humans; between whom there is a
significant relationship. They will also explore Pope Francis’ 'letter' Laudato Si’: On the Care
of our Common Home.

SEL

In SEL, our students will reflect on themselves as a student, and as part of our
school community. This includes: learning why rules and laws are
important, applying a growth mindset, asking consent, and setting
SMART goals for the term. Students will gain skills in monitoring
and regulating their feelings, energy and sensory needs via programs
such as Zone of Regulation, Circle Time, etc.



DigiTech - Term 1, 2022 Overviews
P/1
Prep and Year 1 students will discuss and consider ways in which they can get the best out of their
devices. For example, how to take care of them, why it is important to keep our devices clean and
when to charge them so that they are ready to use when we need them. Students will explore how
people safely use information systems such as classroom technology. They will use stories to
investigate themes such as private vs public information, seeking help from a trusted adult, using
technology with permission, consent for taking photos and acting with kindness when online. Students

will also develop and strengthen their keyboard and mouse skills, such as becoming familiar with positioning of
letters, functions of mice and trackpads and how to track and click.

Yr 2
Year 2 students will discuss and decide on ways in which they can get the best out of their
devices. For example, how to take care of them, why it is important to keep our devices
clean and when to charge them so that they are ready to use when we need them. They will
produce posters for their own classroom to show ownership of these expectations. Students
will explore how people safely use information systems such as classroom technology. They will explore themes
such as private vs public information, seeking help from a trusted adult, using technology with permission, consent
for taking photos and acting with kindness when online. Students will also develop and strengthen their keyboard
and mouse skills, such as becoming familiar with positioning of letters, functions of mice and trackpads and how to
track and click. They will build on their confidence in logging in to their own devices and remembering their
usernames and passwords.

Yr 3/4
Students in years 3 & 4 will discuss and decide on ways in which they can get the best out of their devices. For
example, how to take care of them, why it is important to keep our devices clean and when to charge them so that
they are ready to use when we need them. They will produce posters for their own classroom to show ownership of
these expectations. Students will explore and apply agreed ethical and social protocols, contributing to school wide

technology agreements. Students will develop an understanding that contacts or content they
encounter online arenʼt necessarily true or reliable. They will learn how scams work, why they are a
threat, and how to avoid them. They will also practice determining the validity of information and
messages online. Students will also strengthen their independence in logging on to their devices,
remembering their usernames and passwords. They will begin to develop new skills in using
Google Docs such as naming their document and basic text editing and formatting.

Yr 5/6
Students in years 5 & 6 will discuss and debate ways in which they can get the best out of their
devices. For example, how to take care of them, why it is important to keep our devices clean
and when to charge them so that they are ready to use when we need them. They will produce
posters for their own classroom, showing what these goals look like to show ownership of
these expectations. Students will explore and apply agreed ethical and social protocols,
contributing to school wide technology agreements. Students will develop an understanding
that contacts or content they encounter online arenʼt necessarily true or reliable. They will
learn how scams work, why they are a threat, and how to avoid them. They will also practice determining the
validity of information and messages online. They will develop their skills in using Google Docs such as naming
their document and basic text editing and formatting.



French Overview
Term 1, 2022

And just like that… we found ourselves in the second year of French
studies at St John Clifton Hill!

This year, students are reinforcing their knowledge from 2021 while
learning French at a superior level.

This term, Year Prep will study the basics such as
French greetings and the French alphabet.

Year One will reinforce the French vocabulary associated with
stating their own name and age.

Year Two and Year Three students will learn how to name the
classroom objects and
various foods.

Year Four will focus their attention on sports and the Years Five and Six
will learn how to describe themselves and others and how to use the
verbs “to be” and “to have” in sentences, as well as their conjugation.

The French lessons are
interactive and full of fun and
based on students’ suggestions

and feedback.

LE FRANÇAIS EST FORMIDABLE! (French is great!)



PHYSICAL EDUCATION OVERVIEW TERM 1, 2022

In Term One, all students will focus on team building and fitness.
There will be particular emphasis on participation as well as the
roles and responsibilities associated with team sport.

Students in Foundation to Year Two will develop fundamental motor
skills such as balance and coordination through a Perceptual Motor
Skill Program (PMP). They will learn to play a variety of games both
with equipment and without.

Years Three to Six will
engage in tee ball and tennis units designed to develop sport specific
skills connected with locomotion, striking, catching and throwing.

Ter� 1 Vis��� A�t�
This term in Visual Arts, students across Prep to Grade 6 will be learning about
the Elements of Art. During Term 1, we will focus on the elements of line, colour
and shape. The students will examine the different ways artists use line, colour
and shape in their work as well as experimenting with these elements in their
own artworks.






