NEWSLETTER
11th August,, 2022
St John’s Primary School is committed to the safety, wellbeing and protection of all children in our care.
St John’s Primary School. A small, caring, inner city primary school in Clifton HIll, with the feel of a country school community.

Enrol HERE for 2023! Enrolments closing 16th September 2022

St. John’s Primary School Clifton Hill

#stjohnscliftonhill

Email: principal@sjcliftonhill.catholic.edu.au

Dear Families,
It’s been a busy couple of weeks since my last newsletter and I
apologise for not getting out last week’s.
Last week we welcomed Bishop Terry Curtin to meet with our
students preparing for Confirmation. Bishop Curtin put them
all at ease answering the questions about the meaning of
Confirmation and what it means in today’s world. It was a
great experience which was followed up with a reflection day
at the Don Bosco Retreat, Lysterfield. These experiences are in
preparation for our students receiving their sacrament of
Confirmation this weekend and next.
Much of this week has been
spent preparing for our big
Open Day on Sunday 14th
August. Have you seen our
fantastic mural?
What a brilliant effort by our
very own artist in residence,
Sally Barker, who led the team
of artistic students & staff.

Special mention to Matilda, Rose, Eliza & Clio for their many days of
painting and amazing attention to detail!
We look forward to welcoming you all to our Open Day, if you are free!
There will be ice cream, face painting, a cake stall, beautiful coffee, a
snag or two and a chance to play and investigate in our classrooms!
We’re so proud of what our school has to offer and we can’t wait to see
you there!

Term 2 Overviews are here!
Please see below for details on what your
children have been learning and projects
they have been focusing on this term!
If you have any questions please do not
hesitate to ask.

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day
On Thursday 4th August was National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children's day! This day is time for First Nations families and
communities, and all Australians, to celebrate the strengths and culture
of our children.
Children’s Day has been run annually since 1988 and is the initiative of
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children.
At St John’s we feel so lucky to have a school enriched by families of
many cultures, and to be learning on the lands of the world’s oldest
living cultures!

St John’s is on the unceded lands
of the Wurundjeri People of the
Kulin Nation, upon which we play,
learn, run, climb, sing, dance and
watch our children grow. Children
have been thriving and growing up
strong in their cultures, with
support from their families and
communities here for more than
65,000 years!
However we acknowledge that a
significant number of children
continue to face challenges stemming from colonisation and its effects. To achieve equality is no easy
task, but showing support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and learning about the crucial
impact that culture, family and community play in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
child is a good start!
At St John’s the younger year levels marked this day by watching a special episode of playschool
celebrating First Nations songs and stories! You can watch it here: Play School's Yarning and dreaming
special episode.

OPEN DAY!

REMINDER: RATs!
If you need any extra, please just pop into the office, as we have many
many boxes.

Term 3 Dates
Sun 14th Aug

OPEN DAY @ St John’s 11-2pm

Wk 6 NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK
Mon 15th
Tues 16th
Sat 20th Aug

Wk 7 BOOK WEEK
Tues 23rd Aug
Fri 25th Aug

Wk 8

Wed 31st - Mon 5th
Fri 2nd Sept

Wk 9

Feast of the Assumption
11am Mass for Feast of the Assumption
6pm Confirmation @ St Joseph’s
Prep - Yr 6 Scienceworks excursion
BOOK WEEK Parade 9am
Book Fair in library/hall
Fathers’ Day Breakfast & Mass 9.45am

Wed 7th Sept
Fri 9th Sept

6.30pm onwards - WHOLE SCHOOL ‘Celebration of Learning’ EXPO
STUDENT FREE DAY

Wk 10
Wed 14th Sept

Footy Day - wear your footy gear, parade & lunch

Fri 16th Sept

See you all soon. Take care.
Kerrie

End of Term 3.30pm

Year Two Overview
Term 3 , 2022
Religious Education (R.E.)
In the Religious Education unit ‘God’s love: The Gift of the Holy Spirit’ students are introduced to the
Church’s liturgical year, relating the key seasons and symbols to the events of Jesus’ life, death and
Resurrection. The significance of water and other key liturgical symbols will be explored. Students explore
the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Students will be led to learn that in the Catholic faith the Holy
Spirit is the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise not to leave us alone after he has ascended into Heaven. They will
explore the story of Pentecost and what we can learn from it. Students will be given the opportunity to
reflect on the presence of the Holy Spirit within their lives.

English
Year Two students will continue working through the ‘Daily 5’. This involves student-directed learning as well as
focused group work with the teacher. The areas of The Daily 5 are:
● Read to Self
● Read to Someone
● Work on Writing
● Word Work (Spelling and Phonics)
● Listen to Reading.

Reading and Viewing
Students will be working on a range of decoding (word reading) and comprehension skills. These will include
sounding out words, using base words, finding information in a text, retelling events and facts, and making
inferences about characters’ actions and motives. Students will work within small groups that focus on their learning
needs and goals.
Writing
In writing this term, students will continue working on writing entertaining narratives (stories). They will explicitly be
taught the features of narratives and persuasive texts. Students will also be introduced to biographies through our
History focussed Inquiry unit of work.
Students will continue working through explicit spelling sessions which involve ensuring they are able to articulate
the word, know the meaning of the word, put the word into a sentence and use sound boxes to identify each sound
and the letter/s that produce that sound in the specific word.
Students at St John’s are taught how to write in Victorian Cursive. Year Two students will continue participating in
sessions where the teacher models how to write letters neatly which involves beginning in the correct position and
ensuring letters sit on the dotted third lines. Students will be given opportunities to practice these handwriting skills.

Speaking and Listening
Students will be given opportunities to participate in a range of formal and informal speaking and listening activities.
These include Discovery Play, collaborative activities and class discussions. .In Year Two we will work towards

turning our Show and Tell time into ‘Talk Time’ where students will be given a theme to talk about and plan more
structured presentations.

Mathematics
In Year Two Maths sessions will begin with a warm-up task where students will practice number skills daily, such as
counting. All units of work begin with a pre-assessment which allows students’ individual needs to be met. The
following topics are planned for Term Two:
Number and Algebra
● Place Value
● Multiplication and Division
● Fractions
Learning Intentions for Year 2 from the Victorian Curriculum (learning intentions and goals will be personalised
according to students’ individual needs):
● To recognise, model, represent and order numbers to at least 1000.
● To recognise and represent multiplication as repeated addition.
● To recognise and represent division as grouping into equal sets and solve simple problems using these
representations.
● To recognise and interpret common uses of halves, quarters and eighths.
Measurement and Geometry
● 2D and 3D shape
● Location
● Length and Perimeter
Learning Intentions for Year 2 from the Victorian Curriculum (learning intentions and goals will be personalised
according to students’ individual needs):
● To describe and draw two-dimensional shapes.
● To describe the features of three-dimensional objects/ shapes.

Statistics and Probability
● Chance/ Probability
Learning Intentions for Year 2 from the Victorian Curriculum (learning intentions and goals will be personalised
according to students’ individual needs):
● To describe outcomes as ‘likely’, ‘unlikely’, ‘certain’ or ‘impossible’.

Inquiry
In the Inquiry unit ‘Making Forces Work!’ students will be exploring the physical science of forces. They will
participate in experiments to experience both seen and unseen forces in our world and to consider how
often we use forces in our daily lives. Students will apply their knowledge of forces and motion to follow the
design process to create their own arcade games! To create these games we ask students to start bringing
in any unwanted recyclable materials (eg. cardboard boxes, cereal boxes, milk cartons, etc.).

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
In Term Three, students will continue learning about the various ‘Zones of Regulation’ which encourages them to
identify emotions felt and how to regulate these.
Students will participate in sessions on the topics of ‘Stress Management’ and ‘Help-Seeking’ designed around the
‘Resilience, Rights & Respectful Relationships’ programme.
When participating in the unit ‘Stress Management’, students will be encouraged to show an awareness of the
feelings and needs of others. They will be participating in activities which encourage students to recognise the
importance of persisting when faced with new and challenging tasks. They will also explore various relaxation
techniques that they can use when needing to calm down.
When participating in the unit ‘Help-Seeking’ students will practise solving social problems (such as conflict
situations with peers).
Practise solving simple interpersonal problems • Identify ways to care for others, including ways of making and
keeping friends • Discuss the importance of seeking help when dealing with problems that are too big to solve alone
• Practise seeking help from adults and peers.
Students identify the people in their lives from whom they can seek help.

Term 3 in Grade 3/4
Inquiry

This term in Inquiry, students will be exploring the physical science of forces. They will participate in
experiments to experience both seen and unseen forces in our world and to consider how often we use
forces in our daily lives. Students will apply their knowledge of forces and energy to investigate the many
different modes of transport in our changing world, their efficiency
and their environmental impact.
They will be introduced to the scientific and creative thinking
processes applied in the scientific community when designing and
engineering products and solutions, including the valuable
contribution of Indigenous science and women in science. They
will then use the design process to create their own moving
transportation model by making forces work!

Religious Education (R .E .)
This term, students will explore the Catholic Social Teaching principle of
‘Care for our Common Home’. This is the belief that Earth and all life on it
are part of God’s creation. Students will investigate the Biblical concept of
‘stewardship’ of the environment, whilst making connections with their
learning in Inquiry. Students will be given opportunities to consider the
environmental impact of transport and greener, more sustainable options
for getting around.

In the Religious Education unit ‘God’s love: The Gift of the Holy Spirit’, students are introduced to the
Church’s liturgical year, relating the key seasons and symbols to the events of Jesus’ life, death and
Resurrection. The significance of water and other key liturgical symbols will be explored. Students explore
the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christian people. Students will be led to learn that in the
Catholic faith, the Holy Spirit is the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise not to leave His followers alone after he has
ascended into Heaven.

English
Reading and Viewing
In addition to our Daily 5 activities, students will be working on a range of decoding (word reading) and
comprehension skills. Our comprehension foci this term will include ‘activating prior knowledge’, ‘making
connections with the text’ and ‘questioning’ whilst reading the text. Students will be encouraged to widen
their reading by borrowing from the library and reading information books in addition to narratives.
Writing
In writing this term, students will continue to practise the writing
process of planning, drafting, editing and publishing. Our text focus
will be on information texts such as procedures, explanations and
information reports. Grade 3/4 will continue to participate in
hands-on activities to prompt writing ideas.
Speaking and Listening
Students will be given opportunities to participate in a range of formal and informal speaking and listening
activities. These include sharing at assemblies, listening and negotiating during collaborative activities and
sharing their Inquiry learning with the class. This term the students will be introduced to “Talk Time” which
allows students to prepare and deliver short presentations to the class on a given topic.

Mathematics

In Grade 3/4 Maths sessions will begin with a warm-up task where students will practice skills such as
mental calculations and times tables. All units of work begin with a pre-assessment which allows students’
individual needs to be met. The following topics are planned for Term Three:
Number and Algebra
● Multiplication and Division
● Fractions and Decimals
● Patterns and Algebra
Measurement and Geometry
● Area and Perimeter
● Angles
● Transformation of shapes
Statistics and Probability
● The language of chance
● Chance experiments

Social and Emotional Learning (S.E .L )

As students become increasingly more independent, our S.E.L foci in Term Three will centre around
self-regulation and positive group work habits. This will include revising the concept of emotional literacy,
conflict resolution, stress management and coping strategies. Students will be given the opportunity to
discuss ideas, role play strategies and reflect on their learning.
Grade 3/4 will also be introduced to the concept of fairness, equality and equity through their learning in
the Ethical Capability. Curriculum in Ethical Capability examines what it means to “live well” as an
individual in society. Students will engage with stories, multi-media clips, discussions and problem solving
‘conundrums’ to investigate the meaning of ethics.

Year 5 and 6 Term 3, 2022 Overviews
Dear Parents,
Welcome to Term 3! We hope you had a safe, relaxing and enjoyable term break. The senior team are
excited for another busy term ahead.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Bishop Curtin visit Tuesday 2nd August
Feast of Mary McKilop 11:00 am Mass 9th August
School Open day Sunday 14th August
Feast of the Assumption Tuesday 16th August
Confirmation Saturday 20th August 6:00pm
Scienceworks 23rd August
District Athletes 25th August
Science Expo 7th September

INQUIRY
This unit focuses on light, heat and electrical energy and
how
contact
forces affect the behaviour of objects. Questions asked
will include What
will our lives be without light? This unit of work will provide
opportunities for
students to explore the properties of light and how it
enables us to
see. Students’ thinking about light and its role in our lives
and
our
community will be developed using hands-on activities. Through investigations students explain how objects
reflect, absorb and refract light, and how we can use light to meet our needs. Students will develop their
understanding of energy as a resource that can be generated and transferred. They will investigate the
interdependent relationship between energy and forces that affects the behaviour of objects. They will
observe how energy and forces are used in the manufacture of products and systems.

LITERACY
In Reading, students will continue to develop their comprehension skills after reading a range of fiction and
non-fiction texts by paraphrasing, summarising, sequencing, inferring and making connections. In Writing,
students will be continuing to write for a range of purposes and audiences, in particular, they will be
focusing on procedural and explanation texts. They will explore the use of specific features of these text
types such as specialised vocabulary, grammar and paragraph structure. In Speaking and Listening,
students will continue to have the opportunity to share and give feedback to their peers on their learning
as well as preparing presentations for the Science Expo.

NUMERACY
In the area of Number and
students will be focusing on
consolidating their knowledge on
decimals and percentages.

Algebra, the
patterns and
fractions,

In the area of Measurement and Geometry, students will be focusing on location, volume, capacity
and Mass.
In the area of Statistics and Probability, students will interpret and compare a variety of data
displays. They list and communicate probabilities of events using simple ratios, fractions and
decimals.

RE
Our Year 5 RE unit this term is titled ‘The Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit’ students in year 5 are
learning about the Holy Spirit in Scripture and through an introduction to the study of Confirmation.
They are learning about the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. This unit explores Confirmation as a
sacrament and a celebration. At the conclusion of this unit students will explore ways in which they
can use their gifts and talents to serve God and others.
SEL
Through our RRRR Social and Emotional Learning program we
continue to build social relationships and effective team
work. This term students work on a range of problem-solving
skills through applied learning tasks including role plays and
presentations. Students identify causes and effects of
conflict and explain different strategies to diffuse or
resolve conflict situations.

Year 5s

Year 6s

Sport with Teacher

Tuesday

Monday

Library Lit. Squad

Tuesday

Tuesday

Physical Education

Wednesday

Wednesday

French

Wednesday

Wednesday

Digital Technology

Thursday

Thursday

Art

Friday

Friday

As the end of the year draws closer, we will challenge our students to take more responsibility for
their learning. We are proud to see some students in the senior school consistently attending to
their homework and taking personal ownership of their learning. These are important skills that will
take them through to high school and be invaluable in life. A friendly reminder to please inform the
school if your child is going to be away.
We appreciate your continued support.
Violet Holcombe, Bart Scarfo, Melanie Granata and Patrick McVeigh

DigiTech - Term 2, 2022 Overviews
P/1
Prep and Year 1 students will continue to strengthen the formatting skills
learnt in Term 2 such as naming their document, basic text editing and
formatting as well as inserting images whilst creating Google Docs and
Google Slides. Students will continue to build on their confidence in
logging in to their own devices and remembering their usernames and
passwords.
This term, students will be introduced to the programmable device
Bee-Bots. Using these devices students will begin to use specific vocabulary associated with programming and
begin to understand that they can control a device by creating simple algorithms. Students will experiment with
these very simple step-by-step procedures to explore the Bee-Bots, providing instructions to move the Bee-Bot in
an intended manner.

Yr 2
Year 2 students will continue to strengthen the formatting skills learnt in Term 2 such as naming their
document, basic text editing and formatting as well as inserting images whilst creating Google Docs
and Google Slides. Students will continue to build on their confidence in logging in to their own
devices and remembering their usernames and passwords.
This term, students will be introduced to the programmable device Bee-Bots. Using these devices
students will begin to use specific vocabulary associated with programming and begin to understand
that they can control a device by creating simple algorithms. Students will experiment with these
simple step-by-step procedures to explore the Bee-Bots, providing instructions to move the Bee-Bot
in an intended manner.

Yr 3/4
Students in years 3 & 4 will examine and explore, through both visual and hands-on
experiences, the concepts of coding and machine learning. They will also explore the areas
of data, binary systems, binary coers, computer programming and artificial intelligence.
Artificial Intelligence is part of our day-to-day lives, this term students will explore how
artificial intelligence has changed their lives and how it will affect their future.
Students in Years 3 & 4 will be introduced to the LEGO Mindstorm EV3s through a robotics
workshop with the team from Robogals. During this session students will attempt multiple
programming challenges, aiming to encourage students’ curiosity and awareness about
STEM.

Yr 5/6
Students in years 5 & 6 will examine and explore, through both visual and hands-on experiences, the concepts of
coding and machine learning. They will also explore the areas of data, binary systems, binary coers, computer
programming and artificial intelligence. Artificial Intelligence is part of our day-to-day lives, this
term students will explore how artificial intelligence has changed their lives and how it will affect
their future.
Students in Years 5 & 6 will be introduced to the LEGO Mindstorm EV3s through a robotics
workshop with the team from Robogals. During this session students will attempt multiple
programming challenges, aiming to encourage students’ curiosity and awareness about STEM.

Vacancies still available!

FRENCH OVERVIEW

Bonjour!
In Term 3, students are moving on to learn more French vocabulary and put it to work in simple conversations.
Year Prep are learning about the succession of day and night and how to state whether it is night or day in different parts of the world.
Then, they will also learn about the seasons and will finish the term naming a few insects and describing them as big or small, as well
as their colours.

Year 1 students will also learn about the succession of day and night and the seasons, but in
more depth. They will also learn about the changes that occur in nature each season and
describe them in simple sentences in French.

Year 2 students will learn how to name different pieces of clothing, then will focus on modes of
transportation. They will learn songs, such as the French version of “The Wheel of the Bus”, will
listen to stories and learn how to describe various vehicles as big, small, long, or short.

Students in years 3 and 4 will navigate the topic of transport as well. They
will learn how to name various vehicles used for personal or industrial
purposes. They are then learning about the Tour de France, its history and
stages and finish the term with holiday destinations and activities.

Years 5 and 6
Year 5 and 6 students will learn about food, how to ask politely for different foods and how to describe what they are eating.
They will participate in learning about French scientists such as the famous double Noble Prize winner, Marie Curie and the
contribution of the French people to the progress of humanity.

And at the start of the term, we celebrated Bastille Day with croissants, hot chocolate and fun activities to satisfy all tastes.
Students were berets and clothes in the colours of the French flag: red, white and blue. We all had fun and are looking for next
year’s Bastille Day!

Library Lit Squad Overview for Term 3
This term in Lit Squad, Year Prep, One and Two students will develop their understanding of how
stories can be communicated using images – both still images and
moving images. We will be exploring a range of picture books and
animated short films. Students will engage in interpretation of the
settings, events, characters and themes expressed in these texts. Some

of

the books we have read already this term include, the Rainbow Fish by
Marcus Pfister, Pete the Cat and the Perfect Pizza Party by James Dean and Kimberly Dean,
and The Whale Shark Song by Sadie James.

The Year Three, Four, Five and Six students will participate in Readers Theater. Readers
Theater involves students reading a script adapted from literature, it requires the
audience to picture the action from hearing the script being read aloud. It requires
minimal sets, costumes, props, or memorized lines. Instead of acting out literature as in
a play, the performer’s goal is to read a script aloud effectively, enabling the audience to
visualize the action. Performers bring the text alive by using voice, facial expressions,
and some gestures. Reader’s theater supports creative expression and encourages
thinking about what they have read while working in groups. It is an opportunity for
students to practise their reading, comprehension, listening and speaking skills.

